Metzorah 5771

BS”D Tazriah and Metzorah 5771
To my brothers and sisters in Eretz Yisrael.

The holy Torah records many blessings of HaShem for His chosen
people, such as:

Beraishiet 13:16
(]

I will increase your offspring like the dust of the earth, so
that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring
could be counted.

Ibid: 15:18-21
(]

On that day the LORD made a covenant with Avram and said, “To
your descendants I gave this land, from the river of Egypt
(Nile) to the great river, the Euphrates; the land of the
Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites; Hittites, Perizzites,
Rephaites; Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites.”

Ibid: 22:17
]

I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous
as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your
descendants will take possession of the cities of their
enemies

Shemot 19:6
[x]

You will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’
These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.
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These, and more, are breathtaking blessings and promises from
the ultimate source of blessings — the Creator himself.
However there looms a dark cloud over all these blessings —
not one has ever come to fruition. For we have never been the
ultimate righteous nation that HaShem has designated for us:

1. On the fortieth day after receiving the Torah, many of
the newly chosen nation worshipped the Golden Calf;

2. Six hundred thousand men died in the desert experience
for refusing to enter the Holy Land;

3. When Yehoshua Bin Nun finally conquered and divided the
land among the tribes, idolatry raised its ugly head and
became part of our national-religious life for more then
800 years, until the destruction of the First Temple;

4. The history of the lamentable Second Temple period
records periods of civil war, Hellenism, internecine
bloodshed, subjugation, destruction of the Second Temple
and exile.

So the blessing, “You shall be for me a kingdom of priests and
a holy nation (as apart from certain individuals)” has never
been fulfilled.

The verses referring to the geographical expanse of the Holy
Land, where we were promised to be sovereign, never actualized
in our long history.

The obvious conclusion is that the promises and blessings of
HaShem were not meant to be realized at the time of their
being said, but rather in the far distant future.

We shall return to this.

Parashat Tazria begins (Vayikra 13:1)

[x]

And HaShem said to Moses and Aaron, “One who has a swelling
or a rash or a shiny spot on their skin that may be a
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defiling disease, they must be brought to Aaron the Kohen or
to one of his kohanic sons

Rabbi Yochanan (tractate Airachin 16a) states that there are 7
sins that cause the malady of tzara'at:

. Lashon hara (malicious gossip)

. Shedding of blood (murder or homicide)
. False oaths

. Incestuous behavior

. Vulgar behavior

. Theft

. Being a miser or hoarder
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Interestingly, missing from Rabbis Yochanan’s 1list are
ritualistic sins such as desecration of Shabbat and Festivals,
partaking of non-kosher food, inappropriate conduct in the
realm of tuma and tahara; in fact the common denominator
between all the sinful acts enumerated by Rabbi Yochanan is
that they are all anti-social behaviors.

And the result is obtrusive, appalling and repelling skin
blemishes, with the subsequent banishment from society when
the transgressor must leave his home and even his city to live
in solitude. He transgressed against society and he 1is
banished from society.

On the above quoted verses regarding tzara’'at —

And HaShem said to Moses and Aaron: “One who has a swelling
or a rash or a shiny spot on their skin that may be a
defiling disease, they must be brought to Aaron the Kohen or
to one of his kohanic sons

the Midrash (Vayikra 15:9) states:

Se’ait (the first blemish mentioned in the verse) refers to
Babylon (destroyers of the first Temple), sapachat (the



second blemish) refers to Mede (where Achasverosh and Haman
planned to destroy the Jewish people), baheret (the third)
refers to Greece, negeh tzara’at (the fourth) refers to Rome
(destroyers of the Second Temple). In this period of time one
who 1is inflicted with tzara’at must turn to a kohen, but
HaShem has said that in the future He will be the purifier of
Yisrael, as 1is stated (prophet Yechezkel 36): “I will
sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will
cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your
idols”.

From this Midrash we learn that when the Jewish people stray
from the holy Torah, then HaShem - the ultimate kohen -
relates to us as a kohen would relate to an individual
metzorah. And just as a metzorah suffers from skin blemishes,
HaShem sent upon our ancestors who sinned the pit bulls of
history — Nevuchadnezzer, Achashverosh and Haman, Antiochus,
and the Caesars of Rome, and in modern times the czars of
Russia, Hitler, Stalin, and the proteges of Muchamed.

We also learn from this Midrash that in future times — our
days — many of the Jewish nation will be guilty of anti-social
behavior, to such an extent that it will be beyond the
capacity of a kohen to help the sinners, and HaShem Himself
will have to take matters into His hands, as the Midrash ends
with a quote from the prophet Yechezkel:

“T will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I
will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your
idols”

In the golden style of Chazal, (our rabbis) whose custom it
was to refrain from castigating the Jewish nation in public
with specific accusations, the Midrash alludes to our future
disparagingly spiritual state by quoting the verse from
Yechezkel chap. 36, from where we can understand lies our
social-religious inadequacies.



[x]
' Again the word of the LORD came to me:

Y “Son of man, when the people of Israel were living in their
own land, they defiled it by their conduct and their actions..

' So I poured out my wrath on them because they had shed
blood in the land and because they had defiled it with their
idols.

Y I dispersed them among the nations, and they were scattered
through the countries; I judged them according to their
conduct and their actions.

* And wherever they went among the nations they profaned my
holy name, for it was said of them, ‘These are the LORD’s
people, and yet they had to leave his land.

I had concern for my holy name, which the people of Israel
profaned among the nations where they had gone.

Verse 20 describes the great chilul HaShem in the future which
by necessity will provoke the major nations of the world to be
for us as metzora blemishes, as were Babylon, Medes, Greece
and Rome in the past.

The desecration of HaShem'’s holy name will be the ongoing
willingness of Jews to remain in the galut, as the prophet
says:

“And wherever they went among the nations they profaned my
holy name, for it was said of them, ‘These are the LORD’s
people, and yet they had to leave his land.”

The very presence of a Jew in the galut, when the gates of the
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Holy Land are open for all Jews to come, is the chilul Hashem.
The assimilated Jew in San Francisco, who looks, thinks and
behaves like a goy is not the ticking time bomb of Jewish life
in the galut. It is the one whose outside appearance screams
“Jew”. The religious communities and every individual in them
is guilty of the seven causes of national tzara’ay that Rabbi
Yochanan referred to.

1. Lashon hara, because their very presence in the galut is
a statement that HaShem did not give us Eretz Yisrael,
because if He did give us the Holy Land, what would
religious Jews be doing in Crown Heights or Teaneck?

2. The presence of Jews in Galut is an invitation for the
anti-Jews to physically harm the Jew — here you have
“shedding of blood”.

3. Every mention of Eretz Yisrael, Yerushalayim and Zion in
the davening (prayers) is tantamount to a false oath
when said by those in the galut.

4. Incestuous behavior, because those lands were given to
the nations of the world and we have no justification to
be there.

5. Vulgar behavior when we become part of the gentile
cultures, and feeling as one of them and demanding equal
rights.

6. & 7. Theft and being a miser or hoarding, when Jews
dedicate their inherent genius for the good of others
and not for the Jewish people.

And Yechezkel continues:

?“Therefore say to the Israelites, ‘This 1is what the
Sovereign LORD says: It is not for your sake, people of
Israel, that I am going to do these things, but for the sake
of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations
where you have gone.

I will show the holiness of my great name, which has been



profaned among the nations, the name you have profaned among
them. Then the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares
the Sovereign LORD, when I am proved holy through you before
their eyes.

“‘For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you
from all the countries and bring you back into your own land.

®T will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I
will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your
idols.

T will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I
will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart
of flesh.

“And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my
decrees and be careful to keep my laws.

**Then you will live in the land I gave your ancestors; you
will be my people, and I will be your God.

Here Hashem promises to restore the Jewish people still in
galut to Eretz Yisrael, not because they will do teshuva and
want to come back, but for the sake of Hashem’s holy name.

And the prophets continues:

I will save you from all your uncleanness. I will call for
the grain and make it plentiful and will not bring famine
upon you.

* I will increase the fruit of the trees and the crops of the
field, so that you will no longer suffer disgrace among the

nations because of famine.

* Then you will remember your evil ways and wicked deeds, and



you will loathe yourselves for your sins and detestable
practices.

* I want you to know that I am not doing this for your sake,
declares the Sovereign LORD. Be ashamed and disgraced for
your conduct, people of Israel!

3 “‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: On the day I
cleanse you from all your sins, I will resettle your towns,
and the ruins will be rebuilt.

" The desolate land will be cultivated instead of lying
desolate in the sight of all who pass through it.

* They will say, “This land that was laid waste has become
like the garden of Eden; the cities that were lying in ruins,
desolate and destroyed, are now fortified and inhabited.”

* Then the nations around you that remain will know that I
the LORD have rebuilt what was destroyed and have replanted
what was desolate. I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.’

7 “This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Once again I will
yield to Israel’s plea and do this for them: I will make
their people as numerous as sheep.

* as numerous as the flocks for offerings at Jerusalem during
her appointed festivals. So will the ruined cities be filled
with flocks of people. Then they will know that I am the
LORD.”

How fortunate we are to live in Eretz Yisrael.

We have erased from our bodies and souls the tzara’at of the
galut. As we develop every day in the Holy Land, we are a
source of Kiddush HaShem (sanctification of the Holy Name).



May we merit to witness shortly the final redemption, as our
Rabbis have taught that just as Nisan ushered in the first
redemption, so too will the final redemption occur in Nisan.

Shabbat Shalom and Pesach Kosher v’samayach,

Nachman Kahana
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