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The  challenges  facing  our
generation
 

 The  “Tochacha”  (reproach  and
admonition) in parashat Be’chukotai
Midrash Raba (Noach, chap 34):

אמר רבי חייא רבה – עלובה העיסה שנחתומה מעיד עליה שהיא רעה

 

Wretched is the bread whose baker testifies that it is bad.

In Parashat Noach (ibid), HaShem, the Creator of all things
and their inherent natures, testifies:

כי יצר לב האדם רע מנעוריו

 

The nature of man is evil from birth.

Parashat  Be’chukotai,  which  we  will  read  this  Shabbat,
contains the harsh rebuke and warning (Tochacha) regarding the
fate of the Jews if we repudiate our covenant with HaShem by
not upholding the Torah.

The list is horrific. We will experience disease, starvation,
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military defeat, foreign subjugation, exile and more. These
are terrible curses, but there are worse things that we have
experienced in our history.

Why does the Tochacha omit the ravages of the Shoah, and what
Christianity and Islam will have done to us in the years of
our exile?

Why were we not warned about the Germans and their cohorts,
who – in their insatiable hunger and unquenchable thirst to
annihilate the entire Jewish people – invented and carried out
historically unprecedented, apocalyptic, and satanic deeds.

We were dragged from our houses to the train station where
they piled us into cattle-cars to be transported for days to
unknown destinations without space, air, water, or food. When
the trains arrived, the living were forced down with whip
lashes and vicious dogs, stripped naked, branded with numbers,
led into gas chambers, and then reduced to ashes. Our hair
became raw material and our gold teeth sold to rich American
financiers. Why were we not threatened that we would be turned
into human skeletons to work for the Germans until our souls
could not take it anymore? We would be subject to medical
experiments by highly trained doctors, then thrown into open
pits like refuse that needed to become invisible.

Why are these things not included in the threats regarding
what  would  befall  us  if  we  repudiated  our  covenant  with
HaShem?

Answer:

Had the Torah spelled out in gory detail what awaits us if we
reject  the  covenant,  the  naïve  Jewish  mind  would  have
concluded that these verses are like “crying wolf”, meant only
to frighten us with false alarms, because human beings could
not possibly descend to such bestial and sadistic depths. So,
the naïve Jewish mind would have rejected the entire Tochacha
as unrealistic and not serious.



However, the Germans and their allies were not demented or
deranged; they were humans quite in control and very focused.
Even capable of perpetrating these exact acts today, but it
will not happen. For if in the last 2000 years, HaShem our
“Father  and  King” מלכנו)  (אבינו   related  to  us  more  as  King
than Father, the miraculous establishment of Medinat Yisrael
is  HaShem’s  unequivocal  signal  that  “Father”  has  replaced
“King”.

We are now in the era of:

(כִּי לה’ הַמְּלוּכָה. וּמושֵׁל בַּגּויִם ( תהילים כב

 

For dominion belongs to Hashem and He rules over the nations.

 

וְעָלוּ מושִׁיעִים בְּהַר צִיּון לִשְׁפּט אֶת הַר עֵשו.
(וְהָיְתָה לה’ הַמְּלוּכָה (עובדיה א

 

Those who have been saved shall go up to Mount Zion to judge
Mount Esau, and kingdom shall be of HaShem.

 

וְהָיָה ה’ לְמֶלֶךְ עַל כָּל הָאָרֶץ. בַּיּום הַהוּא יִהְיֶה
(ה’ אֶחָד וּשְׁמו אֶחָד: (זכריה יד

 

And HaShem will be acknowledged as King over all the earth;
on that day HaShem will be one and his name one.

 



Heart, Soul, and Might
Jewish history is a 3300-year bewildering succession of human
events beyond reason and logic.

It involves shattered hopes that turned into salvation. Exile
that exhausted our strength, but with perseverance turned into
redemption, and mighty despotic rulers opposed by lonely men
of faith who breathed hope and uplifted the spirits of the
downtrodden. The nation, beloved and chosen by HaShem, whose
martyrs at the hands of gentiles number in the many millions,
nevertheless changed the world by creating “conscience” which
led the gentiles from paganism to recognizing the omnipotent,
invisible Creator.

When viewed out of the box, the long arduous journey of Am
Yisrael  along  the  circuitous  pitfalls  of  history  is  the
unequivocal proof that there is a purposeful goal-orientated
Creator who guarantees the eternal existence of the Jewish
nation, even if we fall short of His demands.

Now to the realities of our contemporary lives. How can we
know where HaShem is.

I submit:

The Gemara in Sanhedrin 97a:

תנא דבי אליהו ששת אלפים שנה הוי עלמא שני אלפים תוהו שני אלפים
תורה שני אלפים ימות המשיח ובעוונותינו שרבו יצאו מהם מה שיצאו

 

In the yeshiva of Eliyahu it was revealed that this world
will exist for 6000 years, divided into three groups of 2000.

 

The first 2000 will be a period of “tohu” (desolation, waste,



emptiness, worthlessness) when cultures were being developed
along the lines of the most debase instincts of man. Paganism
and idolatry will capture the minds and hearts of humanity.

The  second  2000  years  will  be  centered  around  HaShem’s
revelation  to  His  chosen  nation,  and  from  us  to  the  far
corners of humanity.

The last 2000 years, of which we are a part, is the period of
violent  preparation  for  the  Mashiach  and  his  ultimate
appearance.

The Jewish nation, beginning with our forefathers and mothers
’til this day, lived and are living through all three periods,
each in a magnificent fashion weave together miracles and
human effort.

The second sentence of Kriy’at Shema reads:

ואהבת את ה’ א-להיך בכל לבבך ובכל נפשך ובכל מאדך

 

And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your might.

 

I submit that “with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might” pertain to three different phases of
Jewish history:

1- There are choices in life which are determined by one’s
subjective evaluation of the facts and the alternatives at
hand, and other choices which are immediate and reflexive,
stemming from the deepest recesses of one’s soul. A man can
meet 100 women in his quest for a wife and feel nothing; then
he meets “the one” and becomes engulfed with the feeling that
he  has  found  his  soulmate.  This  applies,  as  well,  to  an



ideology  or  great  moral  issue  where  many  people  remain
unmoved,  but  one  particular  individual  feels  an  inner
compulsion  to  become  involved.

2- After the initial meeting between man and his woman or man
and his ideology, there is a desire that the relationship
develop and advance. He sends her flowers or devotes time and
energy  to  the  ideology  of  his  initial  attraction.  If  the
relationship stagnates with no apparent progress, he might
choose  to  leave  the  object  of  his  attention  or  perhaps
continue in the hope that eventually there will be mutuality.

3- If he continues, this unrequited relationship might cause
him great anguish. The woman of his life can be cruel and
heartless, or the moral ideal to which he has dedicated his
life could cause him to be harshly punished. At this point one
can choose to leave the relationship or to continue despite
the hurt and anguish.

The Midrash relates (Otzer Ha’Midrashim, Eisenstein; Pesikta
884) that prior to presenting the Torah to the Jewish people,
HaShem offered the Torah to the 70 basic races. The children
of Esav refused when they became aware of the prohibition of
murder,  as  did  the  children  of  Yishmael  because  of  the
prohibition against dishonesty, and all the other races for
their particular reasons. But when offered the Torah, our
ancestors, even before learning the Torah’s demands, replied
spontaneously and unanimously na’aseh ve’nishma — “we shall do
and we shall understand.”

To return to the second sentence of Kriy’at Shema:

ואהבת את ה’ א-להיך בכל לבבך ובכל נפשך ובכל מאדך

 

And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your might.



 

The intent of the first phrase, “with all your heart” is the
compelling need to have God in one’s life, which expressed
itself  with  the  spontaneous  and  unanimous  acceptance  of
Hashem’s Torah – na’aseh ve’nishma — “we shall do and we shall
understand.”

For  over  2500  years  we  have  been  serving  HaShem  in
unparalleled loyalty with no explicit reciprocity as existed
at the time of the prophets. We desire that our relationship
with our Father in Heaven develop in mutuality; but there is
silence at the other end. We feel that the relationship is not
developing;  nevertheless,  we  continue  to  loyally  worship
HaShem in total love and faith.  This is the intent of the
second phrase, “with all your life.”

Despite our total submission to God, our relationship has
caused us untold anguish and pain throughout the two millennia
of galut, leading to the unspeakable Shoah. Yet we continue
without weakening our resolve to cling to HaShem at all costs.
This is the intent of the third phrase, “with all your might.”

Now it all comes together.

The initial 2000 years of creation saw humanity develop in
atheistic narratives or pagan theologies. Towards the end of
this period, Avram from Aram (Iraq) entered upon the world’s
stage to reveal the existence of an intelligent single Creator
of all that exists. His teachings were accepted by many to the
point that Hashem saw him worthy of being called Avraham, the
spiritual father of many nations. This was the period of “with
all your heart,” as stated in the Kriy’at Shema.

In the second 2000 years, HaShem appears more open towards
humanity  when  he  revealed  His  Torah  and  performed
unprecedented miracles for Am Yisrael. It is the period of the
two Batei Mikdash when our relationship with the Almighty
became more tangible, as HaShem “dwells” in the Temples of



Yerushalayim. This is the second period “with all your soul”
in Kriy’at Shema.

The 2000 years following the destruction of the second Bet
Hamikdash and our exile, and subsequent uprooting to galut is
one  of  great  dedication  to  HaShem,  accompanied  by  the
suffering that our faithfulness brings upon us. This is the
third phrase “with all your might” in Kriy’at Shema.

In conclusion:

The challenges facing our generation are the return to Eretz
Yisrael and continuing from the point in history when our
independence  was  terminated  by  the  now  non-existent  Roman
empire.

Jewish  life  in  the  last  2000  years  in  galut,  including
contemporary communities, has been the struggle for physical
and  religious  survival.  In  contrast,  our  lives  in  Eretz
Yisrael  are  guaranteed  by  HaShem’s  promise  demonstrated
through daily miracles.

Our efforts as a society are committed not merely to survival
but to “flourishing” in every way. We here are preparing the
way for the physical exodus from foreign lands, and spiritual
exodus from foreign cultures and beliefs. In human terms, a
metamorphosis cannot occur in one or two generations. The rust
and crust have to be removed in phases in order to bring out
the inherent spiritual and physical characteristics which were
dominant in the students and soldiers of David Hamelech and
will soon shine again in our children.

 

Shabbat Shalom

Nachman Kahana
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